





“tres g ‘ 
Sept. 22, 1934 
Bel Asam. Gonsto, 


PABOTURA DE LA SESION 
Se sabre la sesién a las 10:20 a. me, acupands el estrado 
61 Presidente, lion, Claro M. Recto. 
RL SR, PRESIDENTE, Se avre la sesién, 


TESPENSACION DE LA LECTURA DE LA LISTA Y DAL 
ACTA 


EL SR, PERFECTO Sefior Presidente, 

‘L SR. PRESIDENTE, Sefier Delegado por Vanilla. 

SL SR, PERPSCTO, Pido que se dispense la Lectura de la 
lista y del acta, dfimdose ésta por apwobad» y or presente 
un “quorun,* 

BL SR, PRESID*MTS, Si neo hay objecié4n, asf se acuverda, 
(Mo hubo objecién). 

MOCION DE ESTENSION BS PLAZO 

SL SR, MELENDRES, Sefior Presidente, 

BL GR. PRESIDENT:, Sefior Delagado por Rizal. 

kL GR, MELENWOREs, Presente la mosidn de quese eonesda al 
Comité de Gobierno Interior un plazo de tres dfas mhs, desde 
®l lumes qué viene, par rendfr un informe sobre la resolucion 
nimero 80 de esta Asamblea. 

RL SR, PRESIDENTE, May algum chjeeifn a is mecifn? 
(Silencio.) La Meaa mo oye ninguma, Queda aprobada. 

WR. GULLAS,. Mre President, I rise for a point of 
personel p&keilece, Some friends of this side seriously 
or jokingly have expressed tome that I have been too 
rebidly hot last night in my speech ggainst the injection 
of polities in our work. Mré President, I weih to ~ake 
just o brief explanation. I did not seah to hurt anybody 
at elle All I wanted to drive at ws to discourage the 
injection of pelities in the deliberations of this Assem 
blye But the murzure of oretests and the gramblings and 
wramcles and howls in response to my speech showed that 
they are not also in favor of injecting polities in our task 
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here. That is the reaction I wanted and I got it, and the 
incident ia elosed, I have no reason to hurt anybody here 
because 4 consider all men in this Assembly as my brothers, 
colleagues and friends, (Appaluse) 

MR, CONOL. Mr. President, 1 wuld like te mke uge 
of my half hour privilege, | 

TRS PRESIDENT. The gentleman from Misamis Occidental 
has the floor. 


SPESCH OF MR, CONOL ON JUSTICE FOR 
MINBABAO IN THE CONSTITUTION 


WR. GONOL, Mr. President, and gentlemen of the cone 
vention’ I rise the humbles to the Delegates te ask your 
benevolence in listening to thehumble voice of a south- 
erner, 2 voice coming from the wonderland of the South, 
so to speak, as Mindanao whenes {4 came, comparatively 
speaking, is the least, known, the least developed, and the 
lenet exybred region of the entire Philippine archip@go. 

I vise without in the least attempting to dekiver en address 
for vain display, for I confess i am not an expert in the 
subtile and difficult art of the wordmanship, when others are 
favored with this divine @ift. Masters and experts of this 
art of beautiful expressi ns, endomed with silver toncucs, 
have been and will still be heard in the floor of this cone 
ventions. If I rhwe Mr. President, to calim the privilege of 
ad ressing the highest representative intellectusRy of the 
land ever assembled, it is beenuse + have a message to de- 
liver, problems to lay befor , yOu, whieh demand your high» 
est consideration in the framing of the constitution, tending 
to dojusties for Mindamo,. I have been sent here, just 

as every delegate $s presumed to be, withelear and umequi- 
voeal mandates of my constitutnts, but + came also with an 
open mind, imbued Gith the noblest spirit in contributing 
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all thet is within the powers of God has siven =, towards 
drafting that constitution, which will stand the test of 
‘in@, and as Judge Goliye says, “suited to the cirounstanees, 
desir’s, and aspirations of the >eople, and contd ns within 
itself the elements of stability, permanenee and scourity 
ageinst disorderand revolution," The eoubined efforte of 
the best Filipino talents, cenius and sages, not few of 

vhom r ascembled in this august bedy with national repue 
vention, and with the divines guidanee of the Almighty, eannot 
ffeil to produce such an immortal 4 ocewent,. Without in the 
ieast pretending to be grouped among the highest intel) ece 
tuiliste of the nation, altho <h it in my fortune to be 
privileged to work with them, I rise, let m@ repeagj to re- 
mind ones and evermore, the gentlemen of the Uonvention, of 
the most deleionte problems, and of transeendental importance, 
i mean the ovts&anding eroblems of Mindanae. 

Now that we find ourselves inthe threshold of antéy 
life, preparatory to the adven of our cherished and long 
dreamed independence, absolute and complete, as provided for 
im the Ty@dinge-MeDuffie Law, woich will the be our privilege 
to enjoy and love, and eur eg] solem duty to defend and 
erese ~e for the future cenerations, the eritieal hour for 
sound statesmandhsip has arrived, The time ia indeed propiti- 
ove for the immediate and effective solution of all the funda- 
nentel prebleem affecting the entire nations nd eonfronting 
the convention, never forgetting te place in the mabhinery 
of the constitution, al) such pteces amf are absolutely neces- 
sary for ite proper and efficient functioning. 

At the outset, let me remind the gentlemen of the con- 
cention that, sometime in a not distant past, in the early 


days of ovr peaceful strig le for the emancipation of our 
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country, it was one Goncresszan Baeon of the “nited states, 
who advocated in a bill, providing for the immediate inde 
pendenes of the “hilippines at that time, but retaining for 
the “nited States, the 4eland of Mindanao, A stom of proe 
tests Gamé all over the “hilippines sgainst the bill, which 
had onlu confirmed the national and eminently patriotic 
though’ and feeling of all libertyeloving Filipinos that, 
should we sueceéd in our persistent strugrle for indepen- 
denes, said pricelese beon shall be enjoyed by all and for 
the entire Philippine territey, and mt an inday of our 
soil, or a bit of our populatian less, and that shovld we 
Sueewnb and perish in the fight, that ali United should 
perish, 

Sehold our glag, the undying symbol of our mationlity, 
bron int be din of battle, the priesless heritage handed 
dwon to us from our prededessor, who fowht and died in 
the dead of night, ani whieh has become our sacred duty to 
preserve and love way, our solermm obligeti n to revere and 
die for it. Behold the tiree stars shining in the #lag, 
one proudly stands for the *sland of *“uzgon, the other for the 
Visayan Islands, and still another for the isglandso of Min- 
danno. It simply eancot mean otherwise, but that if “in- 
demo doce not exactly constitute one-third of the entire 
Philippine territyoy, yet it is a solemn, just and unmis- 
takable recognition that it is vitel part andparcel of 
the Philippines, Without it, the name “hilippine Islands 
Will be & misnomer; without, the history of the Fhilip- 
pines will be sadly imoompletey and without it, one star 
qi1) eclipse forever from the “hilippine firmament, not to 
sey 6f tearing down Mat portion of the flag where that star 
shines, to our disgrace and ignomity as Filipinos and of 


our peesterity. 
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country, it was one Congressman Bagon of the “nited states, 
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our peesterity. 
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Yes, Mr. President, the Island of Mindanao is accored 
a historigal improtance, place of distineitionand honor i 
the *hilippine flag. The entire population of Mindanae 
joined in the chorus with the brothers of the North in the 
ery of freedom, and patriotically respowed te the eall 
of duty, Sven the non-Ghristians, our Mohammedan brothers 
joined in theranks, But we dea ask, what has been done to 
far to develop and solve at least, the outstanding mijor 
problems of Mindanao? Ture it is timt in the past invese 
tigators after investigerors, legislative, adminsitrative or 
ot erwise, were sent there commissioned to study the eeono- 
mi¢@, soGial and political local. problems, But those official 
investigators, after staying = cowmle of hours in more or less 
superficial, would write, upon their gseturn, vol winous 
reports containing this and that recommendation, only to 
sleep the sleep of the just thereafter, and heard no mre, 
Mow that we are comsitted to the colossal task, and 
not ummindful of the heaviest burden and responsibility that 
we willingly shoulder of drafting the supreme law of the land, 
the delegates coming from the more fortunate parts of the 
fnilippines, can never remin passive and indifferent, with- 
* diegracing their mationality as Filipinos, to the just and 
proper appreciation and solutgen of the outstanding pro- 
vblems of Mindanao. 

BeBore attempting to discuss only two of those problems 
permit me te give you a skeleton idea of Mindanao, it ia an 
island in the southern part of the Philip, ines, almost as 
bic as the islandef Luzon, Vast tracts of Virgin forests and 
plain ares lying wneultivated, her immense mtural resouress 


are still undeveloped, and the fertility of the soil generale 
ly admitted to be second to né--all tending to demonstrate 
withe t fer of suecessufl contradiction that, Mindanao will 
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will be in the future the granary and depositary of untold 
wealth of the Philippines, while the Island of Lugon has about 
@@ provinees, Vindenao has only 9, 6 of which are especially 
omganize ones, and enly 3 regularly organize! provinces. 
the three #egemah regularly orgenized provinces are Gecidene 
tal Miseawcds, ef whieh I ama humble member cf the Provineial 
Board, and d@legate of this convention, Oriental Misamis, and 
Surigah®, all of whieh three are leeated in the norther part 
thereéf, The especially arovanized provinees are Agusan, Bu- 
kidmen, Cotabato, Davao, Lanso and Zomboango, four of the 
latter have yet & considerable Mohammedan population, 

the first problem of national, gy of international 
impoxtence is the sosealled yellow peril. Silently, but 
effectively, our Japanes e neighbors are penetrating into 
the heart of Mindanao, prrticulorly in the provinee of Dae 
vero, appropriating to themselves the wost fertile Valleys 
om plains, ad the riches recions, extracting therefrom 
the wealth of her ratural rosourees by the introduction of 
modern and e@ientifie methods of farming, and making the 
Filipinos virtually tenants, if not slaves, inatead of mare 
tere of their own land, The Yapanese populati ao is stoadily 
ineresasing in alarming number at Davao, so that the time 
eay come vhen the “Yapanese delieate problem becomes s) céme- 
plicated that, God forbid, it might endagner to the cextie- 
teance end security of the future Philippine Republic, The 
hour for effective, decisive an¢ well-déreoted action has 
come, A cheek sho 1d at once be mde inthe further seq. isi- 
tion of the land of the -vblie domain, directly or @idirectly 
by the-tand-of-therprdtte-tomming-tireetiv-er indtrectzy 
by foreigners, If the present living Filipinos eould not 
eoseibly bring under cultivation and fruition, the virgin 
lends of Mindanasc, let them ®£#k%* wait for the industrioxs 
hands to touch and exploit then! Let us all, therefore, be 
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committed to the intrinsically nationalistic polity of presery- 
ing the lands of the Filipinos for the Filipinos, Let w 
preserve and guard this wealth for ourposterity. 

A constitutio al pree pt is, thezefore, recommended 
prohibiting foreigners, difectly or indirectly, from own- 
ing or leasing any land umder thepublie domain, and of 
private lands, the latter formore than say, three or five 
years. On the other hand, since ours is essential y an 
ogricultural coumtry, laws must be enneted by the | eris- 
lative, providing for the easy and practionble distribution 
of our pubde agricultural lands to deserving and needy _ 
Pilipinos, or modify the present rather eunbersome mo des 
of distrkbution, in woibk the applicants are madeto wait 
for moths and even eyenrs, for the approval, if at all, of 
their prespective apyjications, +et the serieultural public 
lends be divided into lots say, of 10 hectares each, and di« 
stribute they witho t gost to deserving aopliecants, civing 
them yelid ditles thereto at ones, and protecting them from 
the trouble and expense of going inte court to defend their 
ownerchip, By distributing equitably to the poor, the rich 
soil of the Philippines, it will incidentaly sove the 
vemployacnt problem, by making them small landowners, 
and will undoubted detain thet entacles é6f the comuumistic 
octunus, which are pegin-ing to spread and gain foothold 
in this beloved Bnd of ours, when our poor are contented, 
prosperous and hap Ye 

fhe second problem of equal magnitude to the first is 
the lecitimate desire of the mative for = more correspond- 
ing if not an¢@ qual repr sentation in the legislative halis 
and other departments of the goverment, While J sincerely 
advocate for the extension of the right of suffrage eqmlly 
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ot our non-Christian brothers of Windamne, the whole of said 
toland, however, for the sake of justies, equality and frater- 
nity ehould be given more representative districts negates A 
lonet two senate districts in the event end present bicameral 
system of legislature is adopted by the convention, With this 
just reasonable petition for whose due consideration I 
sincerely & ppeal to the rense of justice of my f ello-dele- 
gates, it is obvious that fovr resident senaters and an ine 
eregsed mumber of resident representatives of Mindameo, wholly 
indentified with the local problems, Seeling their own neees- 
sities, will make themselves heard authoritatively in the 
halls of the Legislat&re, and convey thereto, fromtime te 
time, such immediate and pressing ioenl probdlems as only nae 
tives could tnderstand and feel, promoting she general wel- 
fare and happiness of the islanders, While under the present 
arrangement provided for tn the Jonés Law, the entire Island 
of Luzon has six senate districts and the Viéayan Islands 
about five,peor Mindanao does not have even one which she 

ean proudly and exclusively call her own, The three regular 
provinees of Yecidental Misamis, Oriental Misamis and Suri- 
gao were made to form a part of the Visayan Island of Bohol 
in the elventh senate district. Hehol, being very far away 

in the north and separated by a big body of water from Min- 
danao, has problems ex@mwively her own, distinct and in- 
dependent of, and absolutely so reAation with those of the 
three orevinees of Mindanac, henes, the umion has no found- 
ation whatsoever, geographic or otherwise, and no walid 

reason could be possible adduced infavor of its fur'her 
continuance, The six especailly organized provinees, mmely 
Agusan, Bultidnon, Cotabato, Davads Lamp, and Zamboanga were 
yet ammexed te Sulu, Baguio, ZountainProvinee and Sueva 
Vizeaya and the latter three of Luzon, to constitute the twelfth 














appointive senate district, Perhaps the present a rrangement 
might have bem justifiehle under the circumstances then pre- 
vailing at the time the Jones Law was passed on August 2%, 
1916, Sut certainly today, after the lepse of 18 years, 

with thorapid progress and advance in education, sciences, 
industry, 4nd agriculture, the special provinees of Mindanao 
should not omly be converted inte regular provinees, but that 
a just, faria and reasonable treatment for them and the rest 
of Mindanao, in ‘tehe apportionament of thes enate districts 
be seriously eonsidered in the Constitution, 

It isa paradox, Mr. President, that while the provinces 
af “uxon and the Visayan Islands, which are far more advanced! 
and progressive, @apecially in pointe of educational facili- 
ties, means of communicationani transportation, hygiene and 
what not, than those of Mindanao, yet the former are simpley 
represented tn the Seante by mon of their respective districts, 
Whihe Mindamao, whose problems are varie), complicated and of 
far reaching consequence, is inadequately and poorly repre- 
sented, if at alle + eame an article purlithed in the Le 
Vanguardia on July 4, 1934, and other papers advocating for 
& Plem, supposed to originate from the Department of the In- 
terior, providing for the redivisions of the #hilippine terri- 
tory into 28 provinees, and giving five senate districts for 
Luzon, three for the Visayan Islands, andt we for Mindanao. 
The idea B&unched an so far as ti gives the island of Minda- 
ano twosenate districts, although manifestly less than those 
nseiened fer Luson and the Visayan Islands, respectively, 
was inhabitants of Mindanao, for it is indeed a just recog- 
nition, Altheggh quite late, of the importance of snid Island, 
an eloquent tribut to reason and justios. A constitutional 
precept is, therefore, earnestly recommended that, in the 
even t we adopt thea ctual bicameral system of legislature, 

















the Island of #indanas be divided into two senate districts, 
the first, to consivet for instance, of the northorn rovinees 
of surlgae, AguBam, Oriental Nisumis, LABRO, Oecidentol Misa. 
mis, oné tle northern portion of Zamboanga coworizine the 
towne of Dipolog, DBapitan and Eatipuneny and the seaond dine 
trict te consist of the govther profinees of mmely, the pree 
gent territory of Zemboanges winus the 2 morhter twon ale 
reidy wowed, Bukidmon, Cotabato, Devas, and Sulu. 

im GlosSing, Ure President, and centleren of the Genvene 
tion, it is thefervent hope tnd erdertderi ~ of this hum 
ble sovtherner tha&, in giving the fianrl towcher to the ane 
ered document thet we are agout to write for our dear Phie 
lippirece and posterity, the injutiees, imecuslitics and 
diseviminations ef the past be entir ly @iminated, a0 
that ayon its compieticn, not a voice of murmur and dige 
content would be raised from any section of the country, 
ingtaed, we rightfully expect tint the same would be age 
Claimed throwmhout the length and breadth of the Philippe 
pines ty the @ristians and non-Christians, men end women, 
old end yO, richg ond poor alike irrespective of perty 
end relici m, and then and only then cam we go back home 
iO our respective districts happyat the thought tht w 
heve done our dutizes to the aseured unifiention, glory and 
honor of our eountrye i thank yowe 

MR. GUBVARA, Mrs Prosident, 1 will the gentcimn 


yield for a questions 
QEe PREGEDEW!, The gentleman fron Isamis (re gonol) 


may andwere 
GUBVARA. In your speech you Inve spoken about the 


» : 
ine 


Japenese having taken hold of some parts of Mindarnde 
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Will the Delegate from Misamis oecidental specify what 
portions of Mindanao the “apanese are now holding? 

UR. COBOL, AecorBing to roltable information I ga- 
thered from the Delegate from Davao, the Japnese are 
leasing the land of Public domain indirectly mking Fili- 
pinos appear as applicants, but int ruth and inf act, the 
Japanevea re the ones cultivating und holdin: the lands 
giving only certain portion of the products to the Mli- 
pinos who apoearas applicants, 

MR, PRLAYO, Mr, Presid=t, 

THS PRESIDtuT, The gentleman from Davac. 

MR, PELAYO, Ur. President, as a dele-ate from Davao, 

I be@ leave to be grantei the privileage to speak on Japmpene 
imaigration to Davas in order that this Assembly may have 
furiter reliable inforamtion regarding the ppeblems of Imvac. 

TMi PRESI bint, The Gentleman from Davao has the floor. 

(31 Presidente cade la presidencia al delezado Sr. 
Guecars). 

MR, PELAYO. Mre President, ani gentlemen of this 
Gonventiong Since I arrived in the City of “anila, many co 
lleagues have asked me a dozen times tot e11 them some- 
thing abeut Davac and Mindanao. i told them that ny 
answer would be a very long one, and some of them adgised 
me that 1 gheld take the floor here of this Convention to 
tell something about Mindanao and the province of Davas 
inparticulary in connection with the “apanese immigratian 
there, SO, I take this opportwmity to speak $o you this 
morning om the problem of “apnese immigration im Mindamaco ani 
Also on the land problems therein. 

Mr. President, I know that my task is a difficult 
and delicate task, because it involves international ques- 


tions andbecause the Japanese problem: and the land 
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problem in Mindenao are the serious probleme confront ins 

the *hilippines todgye I ‘mow that comeittees have cone 

to Mindana®, eopeenilly in Davao ti investigate oondi- 

tions ¢xietine thereine i knew thet legislative cosmaittes 
heave cone there for the s am® purpose, Committees fron 
Meladstang have also gone theref for the same vurpesc, »ui 
mtil now, those eam ittescs have not mde publie their 
findings; umtil new those comrittes have not recom ended 
anything towerds the propoer solution of the problems exist ing 
in Mindomnde “hy? Recauce they encountered there one diffi- 
culty-~--there wns so citizen theres there was no resident in 
Savao who war willing to e@eome oat te apeak freely their 
minde and to @zpres: to the committees the facts that they 
tnow there was no eitizen theres no public spirited citizen 
there ¢ho wis wil'ine te eome out to teli the truth and 
pothkine butthe truth r cardine the problem in Mindatias, Vhy 
uy frieds? I regret to have tos ay, but -s ay the r-ason wy 
is beaouse of fears not fear of bodily tharm. No, Fear to im ur 
the die@eagure of the Japmnese elements theres four to lose 
the petromage of the “apnese elements there; fear tv lose te 
friendship of the Jaonese there. 

Japanese interest in Mindanao have «reat iniiuenee upon 
the ceeple there, @eapecialiy those in tl@ uovernmusnt, espe 
divcily the hirhereups in Mindanao, ¢speeaiily in LD, vVate 
The Japanese slements to the lawyers, they are tue beat 
clients; to the doctoru, theyere the best patients; te 
tee publie offieils, they ave the best friends, ¢syecially 
when Christmas the time comes. (Apphise) 

Phat is the situatien which these sommittecs from 
Manila feund when they cama to Davadt. So, tmtil now, the 


Goverment bas not dons anything, hae net proposed anything 
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towards the solution of the problesm the in existing, But 
Sertende-as-senoct only to the srovinee of Davao, hut also 


to my country at large to tell the real conditions exiting 
in the provinee of Davac. 





In the first place,let me tell you a brief history 
of Japanese immigragion to Davao, Many years ago, aay 
fifteen ortwenty years ago, the provinee of Davac was just 
like em ordinary province of the Philippines, All the inha- 
bitants thereof went about their tasks unknown and umoticed 
The newpapers never cared for the things going on there, But 
one day, my ffiends, one day a man ventured inte the province 
of Davao. “e os a man from the idland or from the Bupire 
of Japem. He was a mere adventurer, but he was 4 man possessed 
with vision. Se ws thrifty, the beeause of his industry 
and thrifty, wic was abelto accumulate a little, fortune, 





And by that, he was able to acquire q piece of land to 
cultivate, Later on, he became the greatest and Ho. I 

hemp planter in t e province of Davad, He founded a corpo- 
ration whieh now bears hi name--the Ohta Development Com- 
pany. As wasto be expected of him, all the laborer, 211 

the temacts andalithe meployes ih that corposratin were men 
who eame from isaldn of Japan, Japanese laborers and tenants 
becan to pour into the province of Davao, They worked in 
the haciendas they worked in the plantation of that cor- 

Pp oration, thus began thestrem of Japanese imsigration 

imto the fertile and leuwhing valleys of Davao, These 
Japanese tenants, these Japanese laborers become rixh 
people there, when the war came, the price ofec.. 

hemp reached up to the skies. Hemp at that tine was gold. 
One abaea tree wo ld command a priace of one peso, so that 
a hectare of land in Davao at that time cold be sold for 
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one thousand pesos and more, because in one hectare of land, 
we con plant one thousand abaea trees thereon, 

Now, the Japanese, aware of the Opportunity of ered 
by the provinee of Davao, began to pour in by the thou- 
sends, Rot by the hundreds, but by the thousands. They 
begen to pour in until the provinee of Davee became teo 





full of Yapamese element. Ohta at that time had acquired 
1024 hectares of land, He did not have sufficient lands whem 
on those Japanese subjeéts could work. 3e0 wiat he did was 
to form other ¢orporations eallel dummy corporations; through 
vheih he was able to acquire large tracts of land from the 
Goverment, and those large trumets of land are now being w 
worked hy the Japanese people. So, when our couwtrymen there 
saw What the Japanese are doing, they began to aw ken to the 
eircunstaneese-to the realimtion--that the Japanese are 
beginning to ggaba dil the landseeein mindanso, Then, there 
arose land racket. Land ractket, my friends,--land acquired 
by Filipinos for the purpose of sveculation, 

Aecording te our land laws, no forcigner can sequire 
from the Goverment any  ublic land cithe: by lease or 
by ourchase, So, what wis being doen and what is being dom 
how im the provicne of Davao is for the Japanese te get or 
obrtain a very influential Filipino--2 mn of his confidenee-- 
and he asked that Filipino to file an application in the 
Bureau of Lands for 4 large tract of land, say one thousand 
hectares. This land applied for wy s Filipino is turned over 
to the Japanese under a eertainform of contract. Of course, 
my frieds, the Filipino, the applicant, can not difectly 
enter into any eontract with any Japanese, because it is 
prohibited by law. Furthermore, our land laws provide that an 
apolicent whe hae aequired from the government by mens of 
lease, cammet be sublease the land to any other person special- 
ly to foreigners. But this isthe law and the peopel in Davao 
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A have found a means to go around the lew. They have there 
amny forms of contracts, many kinds of contricts, but the es- 
sence of those contracts, the spirit of those contr.ctas are 
the same and that is this: Ninety percent of the »roduce 
obtained from the land go to the Japanese and only ten per 
cent romin to the Filipino who serves as an iastr ment for 
that Japanese so that now-a-days in Mindene especially in Dee 
vao @ighty or fifty per cent of all thepreductive agricultural 
and of the provinee of Davao belong to the Yapanese and only 
ten percent remain to the Filipinos, That is the picture 
which you will find when your go to Invae, That is the real 
picture, the real sitwmtion existing there andi wish 
to geome out to tell you openly this fxet because I ove it as 
. duty not only to the province but I owe it aa. duty to 
this country. 

MR, CONFESOR. Will the gentleman yicld? 

THE PRisSI DENT, The gentleman may yield, if he so 
desir a. 

MR, PELAYO.) Willingly.e 

UR. MNPESOR, Is it not true that the development of 
Agrieulturel lands in Bavao specially the public lands acquired 
by Filipinos are due to the eapital investei ty Japanes? in 
Davao? 

UR, PALAYO. Do you mena public lands? 

WR, CONPESOR, Public lands acquired by Filipinos 
andleased to the Yapanese, if their development is due 
to the capital invested ty the Japanese. 

UR, PELAYO, I want to correct.you. Filipinos who 
acquired the lands by memis of lease cammot sublease. 

Mie @EFESOR, I am not referring to land leased by 
Filipinos but purehased by Pilipinese 

WR, PELAYO, Purchawéd from the government? 





UPR. CONPESOR, Yea, sir, 
MR, LELAYO,. What do you pean? 


wR, CORFE SOR, The Filipinos urchased publie lands 
from the government, 





uw’. PRLAYO, All right. 

MA, COMNFSSOR, Then they oeased those lands to be 
J apane ne? 

MR, ELAYO, Y@s, sir. In some form of another they 
do 1 ese but not a lease in the true sense of the word. 
They go @reund the law se that the contrsct wioll not not 
appear eas a lease, What they do there is a contract éalled 
the laborer eontract or any other thing, they eall it any 
other thing @xeept lease beeause tiat is prohibited by 
the public lend laws. 

WR, CONPESOR, Then the “apanese do not own the lands but 





the Filipinos. 

wr. PELAYO. Well, legally speaking, they dod not 
own the land but you know in Davao the Filipinos are 
so cormfident of the *apaness, they trust these Japanese so 
niugh that thevrere civen the opportunity, The Japanese there 
ao met violate the contract. Theyare very honest, They 
follow the conditiois even though it is only a verbal contragp. 

UR, COMFesoR, In other words, that hy means of the 
Japanese, those lands ef the Filipinos are veing developed 
now and beeanuse of the integrity of the Japamse as you 
have just Geeleared, here, the Filipinos are obtaining bene- 
fit from the lends withe:t working those lands tem 
SCLYVO. 

WR, PELAYO, Yeo sir, They do obtain a little benefit, 
yory little benefit beauce just think , ninety per cent of 
all the oroduce from the 1gmd go to the Japanese, 











Wie CONFESOR, Without any investment on their part? 

UR, PSLAYO, Well, with no mterial investment, 
what they invest is their reputation, they beigns Pilipaino 
citizeons,. That is their investment, 

NNe CONFESOR, Is it not a fact that those lands are boucht 
by Filipincs at P10.00 per hectare? 

MR, PELAYO. Me, sir. 

MR, CONFESOR, How much? 

MR, PELAYO,. Lands in Davao are being sold from P15,00 
to P26,00 a heétare, 

MR, CONFESOR, Let us put it at P25.00—. Let we take the 
maximum. Is ti mot a fact tiat a hectare of abaca pahantation 
yields between ?200.00 to P250.00 now? 

UR, PELAYO,. Ib, sire 

MR,CONFESOR, Hew much? 

UR, PELAYO, A heet=re of hemp now yield: amuwlly from 
ten te twenty piculs, The price of hem now ie about £5.00 a 
plewl so that it is about ©50.00 

HR, CONPSSOR, Ten per ecnt of P50.00 is P5.00 , is it 
not? 

MR, PELAYO, Five pesos&e 

WR, CORPSSOR, Now, the investment of the Pilipino on 
a hectare of land is P25.00,_ Consequently, the Filipino earns 
on his invetment twenty-five per cent witho t doing any wrk 
on his land. Now, do you consider it a bad investment earning 
twenty-five percent? 

MRI PSALYO. You ece from the point of vie» of the Filipino, 
of his own pocket, well, that isa good investment. But we 
are mot to se after our own personal interest; w are after 
the interest of the cowmtry, fter the intest of ow children 
and eur children’s ehildren, 

WR. CONPLSOR, But then, who is to blame for that si- 
tuation in Davao? Are not the Filipinos themselves? 
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Ue PSLAYO, Well, there ar several factors to be consi 
dered. in the first place these Filipinos who allow themselves 
to be instrunants or to ls of the Japanese, they are to be 
blened,. They should be comdemed, 

‘Ny CONTSSOR, How, i8 it not a fact that many Filipinos 
in Davac have become properous and that Davao now is well te 
do do from the economic point of vie because of the investment 
of the Japanese in that recien? 

MUR, PELAYO, Well, timt is true, fay Filipinos there, be- 
cause they speemlted, became propesous but you see, as I have 
st ted, we must not look only for the thing that are present, 
we must look for the thincs that ar» to-eome, 

MR, COBTSSOR, All right, 1 ae with you in that regard. 
But do you believe that thestituation In Davao today is not 
aS you ottempted te picture before this convention on account 
of the method f developemtn of agricultural lands in Davao 
by the Yapanese? 

NP, PRLAW, It is very tad, internationally speking. 

WR, CONFESOR, Se, you admit that many Pilipinos are being 
prosperous on account of that aystem? 

MR, PRLAYO, Yeo, Sir, I admit that. 

UR, GONFESOR, Now, when you got to Davao, or any one of 
us goce to Davao, Gen't we see our personal progress and ad- 
vancement from theeconomic point of vier? 

WR. CONFESOR, YOs, sir. 

WN.PRLAYO, Well, if you follow the some metind you might 
be prosperous there, you see, 

UR, COMPESOR, Have not the peopie in Davao been 


benefited by that system? 
wR, PELAYO, The people as awhol@, NO There are only a 


few Indi¢iauale there, as I stated, these people who allowed 
thessel ves to be solid, those arethe peopie who are being be- 
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nifitei, But in the case of non-Ghristians, beeause they 

‘rab the land of the non-Christians, they are very mach 

rej udice i. 

ENR. CONFZSOR, Well, let uc take anothe- angle. Suzpese the 
Japanese would leave Dayveo, thet would be the economic situne 
tion of the people? 

BR, PELAYO, They would be better, 

ME, CONFESOR, Would not thers be 4 e@llapse in the e conse 
mic structure of that region? 

ER, PELAYO,. I don*t think so, because if they lenve Dae 
vas, natumliy they will lesve behind them their plantation, 
their bedegeas and everything, ®ni we can administer then and 
got the income cut of them. 

“in, CONFESOR, De youbelicve that the Filipinos wild be 
able to finance the continuous development cf trese agrieule 
tural lands after the Japanese leave Davac? 

rn, PELAYO, Vell, I believe theycan, there ave also some 
Filipinos in Dayveo who are business men, who have oapiteal, and 
I believe if they are goint to oxmganize themeelves into a sort 
of @ eorperation or association for timt purpose, i think they 
can. Dut, nowadays, there are no Pilipinos in Javao wie have 
done that. Only Japanese oxganizations are doing ite 

MR. COMPSSOR, Im others words, the Filipinos in Jnvao 
have not made any attempt te oxgamize thenselves to developt 


their own ldnds. 
UR. PRLIAYO, Well, they have doun that, but individually. 


what I mean is ego yy 
MR, CONFESOR, 3 
UAR,PELALOs fhat is ten, fiftceen or one hundred Filipi-e- 


nos get tesether and omanise theuselves into @ sort of @ 
corporation like that the Japanese there and engaged in 


farming or in Bemp planting. 








MR. CONFESOR, Have they succeeded? 
MRe PSLAYO, Some of them have sueceedé@4, I know, 
But the great mijority of the corporation, as I stated, exise 


ting there are Japanese corporations. 





MR, COMPASOR, Whay are not Filipino corporations orgAe 
nizei therm in order to counteract the Japanese A— 

ER. PSLAYO, I cammoet answer you why, but I am telling 
you bere the agtual fnets,the renal eonditions existing in 
my provine@s Amd one more thing, Mrg President, another rome 
gon why the government has not found any solution to the pro 
blems existing in Mindameo is because there are many publie 
officlas, hich public officials in the goverment who owm 
larg¢ tracts of land in Mindanao, especially in Davao, and t 
these lands are now in the hands of the Japoemse, 

ER.° GONFESGR, In other words, there has been connivance 
on the part of publie of icials in Ivo in relation with 
this land transaction, 

WR.PELAYO, I do not exactly say timt there has been 
ponnivance, but 1 know find therecord of theBureau of Lands 
ean teatify that high officials inthe government, in the 
Insular Government, have large tracts of land in Mindamno and 
those tracts of land have Japanese tenants and laborers right 


nNOWe 
WR. GOMP"SOR, Are they officers of the Bugeau of Lands? 


WR, PRLAYO, Well, I eanmot exacly tell whether they are 
officers of the Bureau of Lands, but for further and more 
complete @nformation, 1 refer you to the rec rds of the 
Pureau of Landte 

MR. CONTESOR, Are there constabulary officers whe have 
alse big tracts of iands? 

wR, PRLAYO, Gonatabulary of*icers? I think thore ar@e 

MR, CGOMFESOR, How about mombers of the Leciclat ure? 
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wR, PELAYO, I think there are, 





Eke OEFESOR, Wat about members of the judiciary in 
Davao? 

MR. PELAYO, I think therm are, 

MR, CONFESOR, Wht about members of the provineial board? 

MR, PSLAYO, Of what province? 

MR, CONFESOR, Of Davao. 
NR, PELAYO, Well, I think so, 

WR CONPESOR, Sop in other words, without admitting that 
saystem in the developemtn of land in Davao is entirely wrom 
but for the sake of argument, admitting that it is wrong, 
the fault is not on the part of the “apanese but on the part 
of thepublie officials in Davao, insular, provincial and 
municipals is it not a fact? 

UR, PELAYO, Well, the fact is no both isdes, The tapa- 
nese gave the imwentives they gave the cause, How, when the 
Pilipinos are geing offered the oppertunity, natural i yee. 

MR. MONGAMO, Will the gentleman yi@a? 

MR, PELAYO, I would like to continue, 

THE ACTING PRESIDENT, The gentleman declines to yield. 

WR, PRELAYO. I have the ene more point to develop and i 
will answer theg entleman from Cebu afterwards. 

(Continuing.) One thing I wish tod ring to the aten- 
bionm ef thie enaber abovt Davac is that Davao has been de- 
clared a port of entrye It is now a port of entry so that 
Japenese vessels come to Davao three or four times a week. 
That fact encourage immigration to Davao. And another thing, 
lr.President, these Yapanese vessels that come to Davac do not 
always drop anchor right at the pier of Davao, They somet imes 
20 to the *hacienda” to the different “haciendas" ani there 
they drop anchor and we do not know what they are doing there 
et night. Ther is even rumor in DAVad, of ec@urse it is only @ 
rumor net confirmed officially, that these Japanese vessels 
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go. @ there are unloading cargoes of amnunitions. I hope 

that that is not tmue, but 4 have heard rumors like that 

in Davao. 1 have even le ard the rumor, but mot confirmed of fi- 
e aly that a detective went there go investigate. He came there 
incognitoo, Sobedy knows for what purpose, That was the ru- 


mor, I do not want to affirm, I merely bring ti to the atten 
tion of tthis body. 


But I velieve, Mr.President, that one of the eause of this 





denger and one of the remedies which we can apply te this 
Japanese immigration in the province of Davao is to close the 
port of Davao. That will not facilitate the entrance of Japa- 
nase imigrants to Davac, They have got to pass throvgh Manila 
and they will heave a very long process, That will discourage 
Jayare se immigration to Davao. 
the question 

How, 1 am willing to answer/of the gentlemen from Cebu. 

MR, MONCADO, Your honor is familiar with the situmtion 
of Davac as we gathér from your statements. Now, may i know 
whether you have any idea as to whether or not this Ohta De- 
velopment Company has been subsidize’ by the *apanese government? 

WR, PRALYO. I do not know. I have not gone over the books 


of that company, but 1 know that the Ohta Development Compa- 





ny, has three or four other “dumsy* corporationsin Davao 
operating under different names but financed by the Ohta Re~ 
velopment Co. 

MR, MONCADO{ I understand the gentleman is a practicing 
attorney there, an I right? 

we, PELAYO, Yes. 

WR, BANOCADO, Will your Honor be glad to serve the 
-overnment and work ineognite to investigate and find out as 
to whether or not the Japanese Government is really subsi- 


dizing this company, free of charge? 
WR. PRLAWO. If the goverment will give me that autho- 
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rity, 1 would be gald to. 


Re MANCADO, It is not necessary for the goverment to 
give you that, sines for the sake of the country, 1 know the 
gentlemen would be willing to do it. 

VR, PRLAYO. For the purp ise of personal pretection. 

UR, MORCASC, 13 your Honor famil@ar with the history of 
the Southern Manchuric: Riilway of Manchuokow 

‘Re PELAYO, UGll, 211 I know is just what I have read in 
the prperse 

Ps ACTING PRosiviwr? The Delegate from Davao declines 
to yield on that point, He desires to procecd further, 





BN. MONGAD, Mey i surzest to the cenfieman from Davao 
to study enrefully the problem? 





MR, PSRALYO, I would be very willing to study the pro- 
blem if your wll give me the facts. 

MR,MONCATD, Vervy well, Beenuse the “anchurian problem 
will be the preblem of Mindanao in the future, and it is yor 
duty ac a citizen of the “hilippine Islands to study the 
problems, 

WR, PRELAYO. That is way i am giving the facts of the 
ease ih order that the sovermment ean find out the real so- 
lution, I am just telfinc the facts &e they actunliy ex$at 
(Applause). 

WR. GULLAS. Mte President, i move to adjourn. 


LEVARTAMISI’O DS LA SESSION 
SL PRUCIDERT PRO TSMORE (Ste Guevara). Si no hay ob- 
jeeién, se 2evanta ia aesién hasta e] lunes, a las eines de 
la tarde. 
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